THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
JANUARY 2, 2022

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
THE WORD OF GOD
Prelude Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion
George Frideric Handel
NICHOLE DECHAINE, soprano and BEVERLY STAPLES, pianist
Opening Acclamation (standing, as able)
Presider
! Blessed are you, holy and living One.
All
You come to your people and set them free. Amen.
Procession In Hymn What child is this
(standing, as able, all please join in singing)

tune Greensleeves

Continues…

The Collect of the Day
Presider
God is here.
All
God's spirit is with us.
Presider
Let us pray.
Presider
Shepherd of Israel and Light of all Nations, made known in the gifts of those who
call upon other names and walk in different ways: may unjust powers and human hatred be
dismayed by your friendship and dethroned by your love; through Jesus Christ, the open arms of
grace.

Amen.

All

The Readings (seated)
First Reading
Reader
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah

Jeremiah 31:7-14

“7 For thus says God: Sing aloud with joy for Jacob! Hail the Head of Nations! Make your praises
heard, and say, ‘God, save your people, Israel’s remnant!’ 8 For I will bring them from the lands of
the north and gather them from the ends of the earth—the blind and the lame will be among them,
along with expectant mothers and women in labor. They will return in vast numbers. 9 They will
return weeping and praying. I will guide them in my mercy. I will lead them beside streams of
water, along level ground where they will not stumble. For I am forever a mother and father to
Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.” 10 Hear the word of God, you nations, proclaim it on faraway
shores: “The one who scattered Israel will gather it in, and watch over it as shepherds watch their
flocks.” 11 For God ransomed Jacob and delivered the people from a foe stronger than they. 12
When the people arrive they will shout for joy on Zion’s heights, radiant over God’s goodness—
over the grain, wine and oil, over the young of the flocks and herds. They will flourish like wellwatered gardens, and sorrow will be no more. 13 Then the young women will dance with joy, and
the young men and the elderly will make merry. “I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort
them, exchanging gladness for sorrow. 14 I will satisfy the priests with the fat of the land, and my
people their fill of the bounty,” says our God.
Reader
All

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people

Thanks be to God

Psalm 84:1-8 (remaining seated, please join in praying the psalm responsively by whole verses)
1

How I love your dwelling place,
O God of the sacred community!

2 How
3

my soul yearns and pines for your courts
O God! My heart and my flesh sing for joy to you, the living God.

The sparrow has found its home at last, the swallow a nest for its young—
on your altars, O God of all, my Sovereign, my God!
2

Continues…

4
5
6
7
8

Happiness belongs to those who live in your house
and can praise you all day long;—

and happy the pilgrims who find refuge in you
as they set their hearts on the heights!

As they go through the valley of desolation, they make it a place of springs,
clothed in blessings by the early rains.

From there they make their way from village to village,
until each one appears before God in Zion.

O God, God of Hosts, hear my prayer;
Listen, O God of our ancestors!

The Gospel (standing, as able)
Matthew 2:1-12
Reader
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All
Glory to you, O Christ.
After Jesus’ birth—which happened in Bethlehem of Judea, during the reign of Herod—
astrologers from the East arrived in Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the newborn ruler of the
Jews? We observed his star at its rising and have come to pay homage.” 3 At this news Herod
became greatly disturbed, as did all of Jerusalem. 4 Summoning all the chief priests and religious
scholars of the people, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem of
Judea,” they informed him. “Here is what the prophet has written: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of
Judah, are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, since from you will come a ruler who is
to shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Herod called the astrologers aside and found out from them the
exact time of the star’s appearance. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, after having instructed
them, “Go and get detailed information about the child. When you have found him, report back to
me—so that I may go and offer homage, too.” 9 After their audience with the ruler, they set out.
The star which they had observed at its rising went ahead of them until it came to a standstill over
the place where the child lay. 10 They were overjoyed at seeing the star and, 11 upon entering the
house, found the child with Mary, his mother. They prostrated themselves and paid homage. Then
they opened their coffers and presented the child with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12
They were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, so they went back to their own country by
another route.
1

Reader
All

The Gospel of Our Savior.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon (seated)

THE RECTOR

Affirmation of Faith (standing, as able)
Leader
Let us declare our faith in God.
All
We believe in God the Creator,

from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
! Creator, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
3

This simple affirmation of faith focuses
on the Trinity as our experience of
God. It is from Common Worship of
the Church of England and is inspired
by Ephesians 3.

The Prayers of the People (standing as able)
Leader
All
Leader
All

God as we move beyond another calendar year

Leader
All
Leader
All

Every day we can choose fresh purpose, 1

Leader
All
Leader
All

Every day we can take an honest look at ourselves,

Leader
All
Leader
All

Every day we can shut out voices that tear us down,

Leader
All
Leader
All
Leader
All
Leader
All

We ask for strength in the coming year:

Leader
All
Leader
All
Leader
All

Whatever happens this year, we know you are alive within us,

And enter a new one,

We remember that every day is a new day;

Not just New Year’s Day.
Access fresh wisdom,

Practice gratitude for our gifts, blessings, and experiences,

Practice mercy and love toward ourselves
and others. 2

Litany for Fresh Purpose
by Litanist Fran Pratt, from
her Patreon collections
and her book Call and
Response, Litanies for
Congregational Prayer.
Find out more about Fran
and
her
work
at
franpratt.com.
©Fran
Pratt
Used
with
permission.

Assess our unhelpful habits and patterns,
Create new ones,

Ask for help.

And practice listening to the truth about ourselves:
We are beloved, accepted, infused in Divine Love.

We have access to everything we need. 3
To continue growing in wisdom,

Revelation 21:5
Ecclesiastes 3:13
3 Psalm 8:6
4 Matthew 25:36
5 Ecclesiastes 3:12
6 Psalm 8:1
1

2

To continue our healing journey,

To continue our creative work,
To continue our self-care,

To continue awakening to truth and oneness,

To continue in generosity and serving our neighbors, 4

To continue the work of bringing heaven to earth.
Your light is shared and burning in our hearts.
We know that life can be enjoyed, 5

And rest can be found.

We know each time our eyes open,

The mercies are new and the goodness is flowing. 6 Amen.

Confession and Absolution (kneeling or standing, as able)
Presider
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
A period of reflective quiet will be kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of our Savior
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
All

Presider
! Almighty God has mercy on us, forgives us all our sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthens us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keeps us in eternal life.
All
Amen.
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The Peace
Presider
The peace of Christ be always with you.
All
And also with you.
All may offer one another greetings of peace.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
At the Offertory O God our Savior, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power;
because you have created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.
Rev. 4:11

Offertory Music
Carol Medley

Marnie Olmstead
MARNIE OLMSTEAD, recorder and BEVERLY STAPLES, pianist

Presenting and dedicating our gifts (standing, as able)
Presider
Yours, O Christ, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
All
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving standing, as able)
Presider
God is here.
All
God’s Spirit is with us.
Presider
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Presider
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Presider
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfectly human of the flesh
of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive
power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory
of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy: God of mercy, giver of life; earth, sea, sky, and all that
lives, declare your presence and your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
All

Presider
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us
to you, the God and maker of all.
Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
5

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

All

Presider
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these
gifts.
Continues…

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.
All

AMEN.

Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
All

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
Presider
All

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us

Therefore let us keep the feast

The Invitation
Presider
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
ABSOLUTELY EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO RECEIVE COMMUNION.
Communion is open to all. All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are invited
to receive communion here. You are welcome to come forward
and take the bread and wine, the body and blood of Christ.
O N
•

•
•
•

R E C E I V I N G C O M M U N I O N
Please follow the direction of the ushers in coming forward to receive communion.
Simply receive the bread from the priest in your hands and continue to the chalice
bearer with the cups of wine. After receiving, please place your cup in the basket
held by an acolyte. If you wish a gluten-free wafer, please let the priest know.
You are free to receive one or both elements, or a blessing.
Children are welcome to receive and generally do.
If you wish, please inform one of the ushers and communion will be brought to you.

At Communion
Coventry Carol

arr. Peter Crisafulli
NICHOLE DECHAINE, flutist and BEVERLY STAPLES, pianist
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The Postcommunion Prayer (standing, as able)
Presider
Let us pray.
All
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the

spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Loving Creator, send
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Christmas Blessing
Presider
May we who have received the Word made flesh be Christ’s body for the world,
Christ’s hands to serve all people in the promise of a world made new, and the ! blessing, mercy
and grace of God Almighty, Creating Presence, Redeeming Christ, and Life-giving Spirit, be upon
us and remain with us forever.
All
Amen.
Dismissal
Presider
All

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the birth of our Savior.

Thanks be to God.

THE POSTCOMMUNION HYMN IS ON THE NEXT PAGE.
Postlude

St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley
EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL

2901 Nojoqui Avenue at Alamo Pintado Avenue, P.O. Box 39, Los Olivos, California
93441
info@smitv.org 805-688-4454 (Church) 805-245-4921 (Rector) 805-688-1815 (Pre-School)

www.smitv.org

The Rev. Randall C.K. Day, D. Min., Priest and Rector
Ms. Jeannie Sears May, Senior Warden
Mrs. Karen R. Johnson, Junior Warden
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Procession Out As with gladness those of old NC 159

tune Dix

REFRESHMENTS FOLLOW THIS SERVICE
All are invited to refreshments in Stacy Hall and in the Courtyard. Stay as long or as little as
you wish to share Christmas greetings and conversation - indoors (doors open) and OUTDOORS.

Welcome Guests and anyone new to St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley

Whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey of faith, we are glad you have come to St. Mark’sin-the-Valley. Please sign one of our guest books in the entrances or the one in Stacy Hall; we would
like to keep in touch with you!
You are warmly invited to be a part of this spacious worshipping community. Our Sunday morning
worship time is 10 am Eucharist with choir and music. We also have a brief, casual service at 5 pm
that gathers around the altar in the church. Other services and programs will be added as 2022 progresses.

8

To serve our children and youth
Help St. Mark's find our next Christian Formation Coordinator
We have been seeking a Christian Formation Coordinator for some time and the key may be
your help. Can you post our search on your social media, send the listing to friends, or suggest
someone you know who might be perfect for the job? Filling open positions of all sorts is a national
crisis, and especially when seeking someone with very specific interests and skills. Contact Randall
for a digital version of the information here and more information or to make suggestions of
individuals who may be interested. Working together, we may find that special someone
who will serve our children and youth and organize our program and volunteers. Email or text:
randall@smitv.org or 805-245-4921.
Job information to share or post
Christian Formation Coordinator for Children and Youth
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church in Los Olivos, CA
Seeking a Christian Formation Coordinator for Children and Youth for St. Mark’s-inthe-Valley Episcopal Church in Los Olivos, California, mid-Santa Barbara County, Diocese of
Los Angeles. Moderate to progressive, inclusive church environment.
The Christian Formation Coordinator organizes the Sunday educational program for children
pre-school through 6th grade and weekly ministry for youth 7th grade through high school. The
Coordinator assists in integrating children and youth into parish ministries. The Coordinator
will organize a Vacation Bible School and a youth confirmation program.
The position offers employment of up to 20 hours per week, paid by the hour, compensation
based on education, skill, and years of experience ($25+/hour). Sundays, 8:30 am-noon, other
days and times flexible. Highly qualified candidates will be considered for a transportation
allowance. Note: this position may be split into one each for children and youth
based on applicants’ interest and experience.
Email for full position description and more information: The Rev. Randall Day,
randall@smitv.org.
Returning today
The 5 O'clock service returns
Our 5 O'clock service provides an alternative gathering time that works for a number of
individuals and families – and also offers an alternative liturgy and style of worship for those who
prefer it. A more contemplative and casual service, the 5 o'clock is a relaxed but brief Eucharistic
(communion) service that gathers around the altar in the church. Not for everyone, but it may
work for you or someone you know. It's short enough that you can usually plan to be somewhere
else around 6.
For the homeless in Santa Barbara
We are collecting cold weather items (coats, sweaters, blankets, hats, gloves)
You will find the collection box at the back of the church. Karen and Greg Johnson and Dave
and Sally Bergsvik personally deliver everything to the Santa Barbara Rescue Mission.

OUR PRAYER LIST

Please keep in touch. To keep the prayer list current, we keep names on it for one month (extended as
often as you wish). We also have an email prayer group that receives prayer requests as they come in and
prays for them. If you would like to offer a request for prayer and if you would like to serve as part of the prayer
group, please contact Frances Schultz, francesschultz@mac.com or use the hotlink on our home page.
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Please keep in your prayers
• THOSE WHO HAVE DIED including Tracey Cassidy's father Col. Howard C. Turner, Jr.
• THOSE WHO ARE ILL, INJURED, SEEKING GUIDANCE, OR GRIEVING LOSSES Teona
Schley, Matthew Firestone; Joe Sanguinet; Ron Roark; Cathy Pepe.
• SERVICE MEMBERS ON ACTIVE DUTY including Jeff Roark, Jonathan Taylor, Tyler
Ketterer, Caleb Senior, and Austin Patrick
• LEADERSHIP AND GUIDANCE for +Michael, our Presiding Bishop; +John, and +Diane,
our bishops; the Diocese of Los Angeles; Randall+, our Rector; and St. Mark's Wardens
and Vestry.
•

Thanks to many who have made our Christmas celebration special
Thanks to all who contributed to flowers and decorations and participated in the Greening of the
Church, beautifying it to the Glory of God, in memory of family and friends, in thanksgiving for
many blessings and for the enjoyment of all to celebrate Christmas. Many thanks to the Altar
Guild (and friends) who do the work of placing all of the decorations, led by Yvonne Lowe.
Altar Guild Yvonne Lowe, Coordinator, Elida Ambler, Jill Bader, Barbara Brown, Rinda
Brown, Darla Cannon, Chris Chapman, Sue Doherty, Olivia Flisher, Betty Graham, Bill
Hurbaugh, Freda Iverson, Mary Beth Johnson, Yvonne Lowe, Silvia Lucatero, Jeannie May,
Susan Pratt, Frances Schultz

Thanks also to the Agin Brothers who choose and install the Christmas tree each year – they
always find a stunning specimen that delights all who see it.
Thanks to our Wardens and Vestry and parishioners for our Christmas receptions.
Thank you for your support of the 2021 SYV Christmas Basket project!
Thank you for being part of the Christmas basket program, serving our SYV neighbors in need.
This year you served 106 local, neighbor families = 455 people - 193 adults, 262 children (178 kids
were under the age of 12). St. Mark’s also contributed more than $7,000 to the purchase of food
for the food bins that are distributed with the gifts. Thanks also to Pat Fallin, our St. Mark’s
representative to this program who works assiduously to organize our participation, but also
works day by day at the mission to organize the distribution and other aspects of the program.
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Choir 2021
Sopranos - Barbara Anderson, Barbara Brown, Anita Finifrock, Kate Firestone, Frances
Schultz, Molly Ballantine
Altos - Diane Balay, Rinda Brown, Renee Kelleher, Sharon Lutz, Marnie Olmstead, Deborah
Wilson, Barbara Young
Tenors - John Wrench, Liam Paul
Basses - Brooks Firestone, Ron Roark
Children - Michael Lumsdaine, William Lumsdaine

YOUR CHRISTMAS OR YEAR-END GIFT
IS IMPORTANT TO ST. MARK’S!
Especially in this most challenging time, your generous Christmas/Year-end gift is critically
important to finishing this year and beginning 2022 in strength. MOST of the funds that allow
St. Mark’s to do everything we do come from the giving of the members and friends of the
parish throughout the year and especially at year’s end. It’s fast and easy to donate online
at smitv.org; see the quick giving buttons on our secure home page. No need to make a
special account or sign in; secure online giving supported by Stripe. You can also text a
gift: text SMITV to 44321.
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Given By

In Memory Of

In Thanksgiving For

Marilyn Allmon, Lynn Rae and
Billy

Howard Allmon

Barbara Anderson

Norman Anderson beloved
husband

My wonderful family
Bob Jennings and my beautiful
new home

Jill Bader

Ida Krause
Dorothy Headley
Gladys Bonnell
William Horner
Daniel Bader Sr.
Thelma and Dale Price
Isabel Kane

The Hall Family
The Bader Family

Marilyn and Frank Bazeli

Sara Beth Greene
Peter Douglas Daggett

Rinda and Mike Brown
Judy, and Tracey, Shaun, Caleb,
Roan, Lila & Mairin Cassidy

Howard Turner Jr.

Louise and Bill Connell

Mary and Francis Connell
Alice Connell
Dr. and Mrs. W.C. Bilbro

Loren Courtney and Maggie
Handlan

Eleanor and Bill Handlan
Patricia and Albert Corey
Sara Handlan

Randall Day and Bill Hurbaugh

Casey Creath
Marion and Robert Day
Patricia & Robert Hurbaugh
The Rev. Canon John G. B.Andrew, OBE

Shari and Bill DuBois

Marge and Richard DuBois
Doris and John Schalo

Our life at St. Mark’s
Ike, Helen
“Tensters” Circle Group
Daniel Motyer & Nathan
Hoagland
Bill's "Tennis Club" Maddie,
Darci, & Derek

Pat Fallin
Brooks and Kate Firestone

Polly and Leonard Firestone
Lorna and Walter Boulton
(our parents)
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Our family gathered here for
Christmas

Hayley Firestone and Dennis
Patrick

Gene and June Patrick
Elvira Flores
Gail and George Jessup

Idabelle and Vivienne Stalling
and their parents, aunts, uncle,
and step uncles

Olivia & Ed Flisher

Lucy Hanna

Our children and grandchildren
Courtney Tan’s recent ministry
here

Priscilla Higgins

Roger Wood Higgins forever
loved, deeply missed

Ilona Hunter

Beloved Richard and other
precious departed family
members

Freda Iverson

Jerry Iverson

Karen and Greg Johnson
and Family of Dottie Blair

Dottie Blair

Lindy Kern

My mother and my sister

Jim and Puck Lohnas

Our Parents

Our Children and Grandchildren

Yvonne and Greg Lowe

Lulu Belle
Bogart
Dene & Harry

Family & Friends
All the children

Silvia Lucatero

Lucy Hanna
Olga

The Lucatero, Noyes, Sanchez,
and Weise families, and for dear
friends old and new.

Alice and Joe Olla

Dorothy Liborio Olla
Alice H. Walton
Robert Hansen Sr. and Jr.

All our family, friends and good
health

Debbie & Ron Roark

Elsie & Ernest Thompson
Jeff Thompson
Laura Cleaves

Our grandchildren: Kayla, Khloé,
Kelan, and Kelsie Roark

Rebecca and Gary Roberts

Our parents:
Lenore and James Lind
Barbara and Walter Roberts

Frances Schultz and Thomas
Dittmer

Ruth Duvall Clark
Evelyn and Ray Friedman
Jackson K. Schultz

The Urquidez Family

Our Grandmothers
Junebug, our beloved cat

Polly and David Walker

George Robert Walker

Leslie Zuller

Lucy and Al Hanna
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The Community of St. Mark’s

